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Abstract

In this paper the resulis of microbiological and enzymological examination of the Yugoslav
part of the river Tisa water are presented. During the period from 1983 to 1986 the water of five
localities was analyzed.

Classical microbiological parameters, such as total number of planktonic bacteria, number of
heterotrophic bacteria, and T/H index of saprobity (the ratio between the total number of planktonic
bacteria and the number of heterotrophic bacteria), being conventionally used as indicators of the
level of saprobity of surface freshwaters, were compared with the index of phosphatase activity, a new
indicator of the water eutrophication degree.

Statistically significant correlation between classical microbiological and the new biochemical
indicator of organic load of the river Tisa affirms the index of phosphatase activity as a reliable
parameter for a fast preliminary estimation of the saprobity degree of surface freshwaters.

Introduction

In recent years the investigation of metabolic activity has been increasingly
used in assessment of both trophic level and the degree of pollution of certain aqua-
tic ecosystems. JONES (1972) proposed measurment of relative phosphatase activity
as an indicator of biomass and general trophic conditions of aquatic habitats sug-
gesting that water enzymatic activity may serve as a useful inducator of surface water
eutrophication.

Most microorganisms synthesize phosphatases, enzymes that catalyze ortho-
phosphate release from organic phosphomonoesters. This was confirmed by our previ-
ous studies (MATAVULY et al., 1976; 1978).

In the microbiological study of eutrophic marine water of Tokyo Bay, Taca and
Cogorl (1978) found positive correlation between the activity of alkaline phosphatase
and standard indicators of water quality (the number of heterotrophs, count of
phosphatase producers, inorganic and organic phosphate content, the amount of
proteins, chlorophyll and DNA).

Jonges (1972) gave the equation which involves phosphatase activity with total
phosphate content and total biomass. Various biochemical parameters, particularly
the activities of some enzymes (phosphatase, proteinase, cellulase) are already being
used in estimate of trophic level and degree of pollution of surface waters (VERSTRAETE
et al, 1976; KAarpusHIN and MELINIKOV, 1972; ZDANOVSKI, 1977).
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Our previous studies on phosphatase activity of waters with different degrees of
eutrophication suggested possible use of water enzymatic activity as an indicator of
its organic load (MATAVULY et al. 1983; 1984a; MATAVULY and FLINT, 1987). In this
paper, the river Tisa with characteristic changes of water saprobity degrees (depend-
ing on locality and season) served as an object for check and affirmation of phos-
phatase activity index, the new biochemical parameter used in water condition esti-
mates.

Materials and Methods

Microbiological assays comprised standard, cultivating, and direct methods. The total count
of planktonic bacteria was determined by ultrafiltration on Sartorius membrane filters with pore
diameters of 0.2 um, after Razumov (1932). The colonies of aerobic heterotrophic bacteria were
counted on plates of Nutrient Agar (Torlak MPA).

Phosphatase activity was measured with p-Nitrophenyl-phosphate (pNPP) as a subsirate by
the modified method, described by FLinT and Hopron (1977). Enzymological analyses preceeding
calculation of water phosphatase activity index (MATAvVULI, 1986) included measurement of total
activity of acid, neutral and alkaline phosphatases in an original (untreated) water sample.

Results and Discussion

The counts of saprophytic bacteria, represented as means of the results from
four years of study, show that water of the river Tisa belonged to 2nd—3rd class
after Kohl’s (1975) categorization (it belonged to 3rd class only at Titel). From Fig. 1
it may also be seen that, as a rule, water quality is better in early summer than in
autumn.
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Judging by T/H index of saprobity (the ratio between total number of plankto-
nic bacteria and number of heterotrophic bacteria) the same conclusion may be drawn,
i.e. water from all sectors tested was of better quality in early summer than in
autumn. According to this criterion, water of the river Tisa belonged to moderately
polluted and/or polluted waters.

Our long-term comparative investigations of standard microbiological and
biochemical indicators of water quality, with respect to its organic load, and new
enzymological indicators of saprobity degree e.g. the level of eutrophication of dif-
ferent surface waters (MATAVULJ et al. 1982; 1984b; MatavuLy, 1986) resulted in the
proposed introduction of a new system of categorization of surface freshwaters,
regarding degrees of their organic load, on the basis of the index of phosphatase
activity of water (PAI). PAI represents a mean value of the acid, neutral, and alka-
line phosphatase activities of original water sample (Table 1).

"ab. 1. The proposal of a system of surface freshwater categorization regarding degrees of their
organic matter load, based on the water enzymic activity, i.e. index of water phosphatase activity
(MaTavuLl, 1986)
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Statistically significant correlation between heterotrophic count as a standard
indicator of water quality and a new enzymological parameter may be observed from
the Fig. 2. Somewhat lower degree of correlation was recorded between PAI and the
total number of bacteria (Fig. 3) which is probably due to the fact that milipore-
filter bacterial count includes dead, dormant, and inactive cells. This is consistent
with the results of our previous investigations of natural surface waters (MATAVULJ
et al. 1982; 1984a; MaTavuULy, 1986).
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Fig. 2. Correlation between the viable bacteria count and water phosphatase activity index

Fig. 4 illustrates the negative correlation between PAI and T/H index of sapro-
bity. This phenomenon points out positive correlation between the level of enzyme
activity and the water saprobity degree, the latter being represented as T/H index.
Statistically significant degree of correlation between neutral phosphatase activity
and T/H index of saprobity (Fig. 5) deserves to be specially emphasized. Conse-
quently, when calculating PAI as an indicator of organic pollution of surface fresh-
waters, neutral phosphatase activity should be taken into account.

Considering that phosphatases are primarily indicators of water pollution with
organic phosphates, our proposed classification of surface freshwaters according to
degree of organic load on the basis of PAI is only conditional. We deem that an
index of water enzymic activity would be a much more reliable indicator of water
organic pollution if it also comprised the levels of activities of some other enzymes
such as proteinases, dehydrogenase, lipases, saccharases, cellulases, etc. In this re-
spect, we have started examining f-glucosidase activity of the river Tisa water, since
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Fig. 3. Correlation between the total number of bacteria and water phosphatase activity index
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Fig. 4. Correlation between the T/H index of saprobity and water phosphatase activity index
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Fig. 5. Correlation between the T/H index of saprobity and water neutral phosphatase activity

most aerobic saprophytes have this enzyme which is involved in polysacharide bio-
degradation. The results of these investigations were presented at the 17th scientific
meeting on the river Tisa (MATAVULJ et al. 1986) and will be published in the follow-
ing paper.

Conclusion

Statistically significant correlation between standard microbiological indicators
of water saprobity and new, enzymological indicators of water eutrophication degree
points out possible use of phosphatase activity of water as a biochemical parameter
which might enable faster and more reliable assessment of organic load of surface
freshwaters.
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A viz foszfitaz aktivitdsa mint a Tisza vizének monitoring paramétere
MatavuLs, M., Gann SLavka, ErRpeZnik M., Bokorov M. és PeTROVIC OLGA
Egyetemi Biologiai Intézet, Ujvidék
Kivonat

A szerzok a Tisza jugoszlav részlegének martonos—padé—torabecse—zsablya—titeli szakaszan
1983—1986-0s iddszakban végzett mikrobiologiai és enzimologiai vizsgalatinak eredményeit ismer-
tetik. A felszini vizek szaprobitdsanak meghatarozasa hagyomanyos mikrobioldgiai paraméterek (a
baktériumplankton teljes szdma, a heterotrof baktériumok szama, a T/H szaprobitasi index) és a viz
foszfataz aktivitasi indexének mint tjkelet(i szaprobitési indikdtornak dsszevetésével tortént, A Ti-
sza vizének szerves anyagokkal vald megterhelése az dsszevetett paraméterek (a hagyomanyos és
Uj biokémiai indikétor) altal kapott, statisztikailag szignifikans korrelacioés mutatdja arra utal, hogy
a viz foszfataz aktivitasi indexe mint megbizhaté paraméter elésegitené a felszini vizek szaprobitasi
fokozatanak gyorsabb ¢és megbizhatobb meghatarozasat.
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docara3nas AKTHBHOCTH BOXBI KAK HmapaMerp
monuTopHHra Bogs! pexn Tuca

Marasyabp M, Iaiiua Cnaexka, 3pGexanr M., bokopos M. mIlerposny Onra
HucTaTyT Do Gmonorum EcTecTBeHHO-MaTeMaTHUeckoro dgaxymsTera r. Hoem Can

Pezome

B cratbe npencTaBIeHB! PEe3yNbTATEI MHKPOOHOIOTHYECKHX W 3H3WMOIIOTHYECKHX HCCIEeNo-
BaHWii, BHINOMHEEHHBIX HA peke THca B orocmaBckoif yacTH. B neprone ¢ 1983 mo 1986 r.r. anamasy
TNOABEPraiuck NpoOkl BOILL, OTOOP KOTOPLIX OCYLIECTBIIANCSA B IATH MyHKTax (Mecta: MaproHom,
Ilapeit, Hosr Beneit, JKabans u Turen).

Knaccryeckne MakpoOHOIOrAYecKre NapaMerpsl, B TOM 4HCiIe 061ias YHCIeHHOCTh fakTepuo-
IJIAHKTOHOB, KOIMYECTBO TeTepoTpodHEIX Oakrepmit m T/X mHmekc canpobHOCTH (OTHOIIEHHE
MexAy OOIIMM KONHYECTBOM IUTAHKTOHHBIX OakTepHil M KOJHYECTBOM reTepOTPO(HEIX OGakTepwHii,
YCTAHOBICHHBIMH HA MHTATENIBHOM arape), KOTOPbIe CTAHAAPTHO NPHMEHSIOTCA KaK MHIMKATOPHI
YPOBHSA canpoOHOCTH MOBEPXHOCTHBIX IMPECHBIX BOJI, CDABHABANCE C HHAEKCOM (pocthaTa3Hoii akTHB-
HOCTH BOJBI, HOBHIM HMHIHKATOPOM CTENEHH CANpOOHOCTH BOJIEL

CraTHCcTHYECKHIT TTOKa3aTelb COOTHONIEHHS MEKIY KIACCHYECKHMH MHKPOOHOIOIrHYeCKEMH H
HOBBIMH OHOXMMHYECKHMH HHIAKATOPAMH OPTaHMYecKOl HArpy3kd BOIEI p. THca, DOATBEpKIALT
unpekce docharasHoil aKTHBHOCTH BOABI Kak HaICKHEIT mapamMeTep Oolee OBICTPOIl B NOCTOBEPHOIM
HOpeIBapHTENbHOM OLEHKH CTENEHH canpOoOHOCTH TOBEPXHOCTHHIX TPECHBIX BOJ.

Fosfatazna aktivnost vode kao parametar monitoringa vode reke Tise
MatavuLy, M., Gann, S., ErRBEznik, M., Bokorov, M. i PETROVIC OLGA
Institut za biologiju, Universitet u Novom Sadu
Rezime

U radu su prikazani rezultati mikrobiolokih i enzimolo8kih istraZivanja jugoslovenskog dela
reke Tise. U periodu od 1983 do 1986. godine analizirani su uzorci vode sa pet lokaliteta (Martonos,
Padej, Novi Becej, Zabalj i Titel).

Klasicni mikrobioloski parametri kao §to je ukupna brojnost bakterioplanktona, broj hetero-
trofnih bakterija i T/H indeks saprobnosti (odnos izmedju ukupnog broja planktoniskih bakterija i
broja heterotrofnih bakterija utvrdjenog na hranljivom agaru), koji se standardno koriste kao indi-
katori nivoa saprobnosti povriinskih slatkih voda, poredjeni su sa indeksom fosfatazne aktivnosti
vode, novim indikatorom stpena saprobnosti vode.

Statisticki sginifikantna korelacija izmedju klasi¢nih mikrobiolo$kih, i novih biohemijskih
indikatora organskog optere¢enja vode reke Tise, afirmife indeks fosfatazne aktivnosti vode kao
pouzdan parametar za brZu i verodostojniju preliminarnu procenu stepena saprobnosti slatkih po-
vrsinskih voda.
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